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Part 1: Short Answer Questions
Question 1
What was the WIC (Dutch West India Company)? How was it financed, and for what purpose was it formed?
Dutch West India Company (WIC) is a trading company formed in the year 1621 to carry economic warfare against Spain and Portugal by striking at their colonies in the West Indies and South America, and the West coast of Africa. WIC acquired ports on the West African coast to supply the slaves for the plantation in the West Indies and South America.
Question 2
What does it mean to paint “wet-in-wet”?
It refers to the application of wet paint on a painting that is still wet. The application of wet paint produces colors that blend and mix to form a spectacular painting.

Part 2: Slide Essays
Question 1
How do these factors affect art: who were the buyers? What kinds of subjects were in demand?
Several factors affected art in Dutch, including religion, economy, and the government and political stands. The Dutch government is a decentralized system within which power is influenced by influential merchants, professionals, and politicians (mainly nominated government councilors). The Dutch are especially protestants (Calvinist). The religion of Calvinism is highly against paintings that depict saints as they represent worshiping of idols. It, therefore, makes it for painters who produce saint images to advertise and sell their art. Finally, Dutch is a small country with a struggling economy. It has few resources and heavily relies on its commerce and trade as a source of wealth. This interferes with the market and the prices of artworks. The Catholics provided the demand for paintings of Saints in Utrecht. Besides, the wealthy people in the community also purchased mythological paintings. 

Question 2.
How does Cuyp selectively portray the Dutch town of Dordrecht? What elements does he emphasize, and what does he downplay?
Albert Cuyp mainly painted the Dutch landscape. The painting's landscape indicates a mature work of the 1650s, as the painting's exceptional quality suggests. The position of the sun in the painting shows the position of Dordrecht from the southeast. In the painting, Cuyp vies the town of Dordrecht as a small agricultural town. The cows indicate a paternalistic community. The four huge brown cows, therefore, shows that Dordrecht town is pastorals. This is further supported by the shepherd and the milkmaid, who is funneling the milk into a flask. The town is also outside the city (in the countryside). Most of their remarkable urban houses, some Dordrecht families also had country residents held outside town where many dairy farming was growing. Cuyp himself acquired lands through marriage, but they were at the west of Dordrecht, which can tell from the church's alignment that the viewpoint of the land is from the southeast. The painting isn't concerned with the grand houses. Still, it is also concerned with the interrelationship between the city and the country and how the cattle are essential to the local economy and the Dutch's lifestyle.
Question 3
What kind of image does Frans Post create for the Dutch colony in Brazil in the 17th century? How does it depart from historical reality?
Frans post paintings depict Brazil as a trade-dependent country controlled by the Dutch. The paintings also show Brazil’s beautiful flora and fauna. Frans’s paintings show how the Dutch used monopolies to maintain garrisons and worships, appoint governors, and sign alliances. His sugar mill painting on a small river shows Brazilians working as slaves in massive sugar plantations and the sugar mill. Also, the slaves were sold to the Spanish merchants and traders. The sugar mill painting indicated the Dutch endeavors in the suppression of Brazilians. Despite Post's colonial painting projects' entanglement, his paintings are a bit out of the real embedment of the social and colonial relations between the Dutch and the Brazilians. The paintings are mainly interested in the exotic natural landscape and the Dutch republic's prosperity in colonial brazil.  

Question 4
How did Rembrandt approach the traditional Dutch genre of group portrait? How is this painting different from earlier examples?
Rembrandt is known for his paintings that depicted natural and realistic human figures and portrayed outstanding deep human feelings, imperfections, and morality. Some of the group paintings include Belshazzar’s Feast, the Storm on the Sea of Galilee, and the Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicholas Tulp. The Night Watch painting is as huge as a modern billboard. The painting depicts Cocq Banning and Willem van Ruytenburch (two men in the foreground) and the civic militia. Unlike other group paintings, Rembrandt incorporated details in the painting that defined each member's identity and purpose in the art. For instance;
· There is a highly illuminated female figure on the left-back of the painting, which carries the main symbol of the group.
· There are also the claws of a dead chicken that represents a defeated army. 
· The pistol represents the primary weapon. Also, there is a golden drinking horn. 
